University of Virginia Center for Politics

YOUTH LEADERSHIP INITIATIVE

Democracy Corps Lesson Plan 10: Meet Non-Profit Leaders

Purpose:

This lesson is a part of YLI’s Democracy Corps service learning program. Students invite local
non-profit representatives to a question-and-answer session in preparation for the Service
Learning component of Democracy Corps. Students will ask questions about the mission of the
non-profit agency and identify one that relates to their area of interest.

Materials:
e Student Guide 1: Meet Non-Profit Leaders
e Computer Lab

Central Question:
Which non-profit organization is closely aligned to my target Democracy Corps issue?

Procedure:

1. Warm Up

Ask students to brainstorm titles of local non-profit organizations and to describe how they serve
the community. (Examples: Habitat for Humanity builds homes for low-income families,
Salvation Army provides shelter for homeless people, etc.) Then invite students to share their
volunteer experiences with non-profit organizations.

2. Day One

Divide students into groups to draft a letter of invitation to local non-profit organizations to
participate in a panel discussion day. Extend an invitation to 15 to 20 non-profit organizations.
Letters need to explain the goals of the event, which follow.

* Meet non-profit experts.

e Learn about the services non-profits provide to the community.
« Inquire about the volunteer needs for each organization.

e Learn how non-profits relate to government bodies.

3. Modify sample letter of invitation to a political leader from Phase One if necessary. Be sure
students include time, date, place, description of event and RSVP information. Students need to
be sure to notify teacher when representatives RSVP.

4. Day Two

Distribute Student Guide 1: Meet Non-Profit Leaders and direct students to work in groups to
draft questions that will aid them in acquiring information about non-profit organizations. Share
questions drafted by students.
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5. Day Three

Create non-profit panels based on the organizations attending the panel discussion, (i.e., place all
non-profits with environmental goals on one panel.) Rotate students through as many panels as
possible. Segments of 10-15 minutes are recommended.
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Meet Non-Profit Leaders

Step One
Divide into teams and draft questions for panel discussion with non-profit experts. Ideas
for questions follow.

* What services does the non-profit organization provide to the community?

e How long has the organization been a part of the community?

¢ Who funds the services provided by the organization?

 Does the organization receive government support? If yes, do they receive support from the
local, state or national level?

e What is the relationship between the organization and local government?

e [s it clear what services they need from volunteers?

e Do you meet the criteria they have for volunteers?

¢ [s the organization related to your target Democracy Corps issue?

Additional Guidelines for Questions
(Adapted from the Close Up Foundations Act Handbook)

 Ask factual questions - gain facts about the issues, statistics to show change in prevalence
over time or the impact of new laws.

* Request explanations - for a deeper understanding of the problem or its cause, ask the non-
profit representative to explain the problem as he/she sees it.

e Search for new ideas or solutions - many experts have ideas about how to address the issue.
ASK!

Notes:




